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THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



In re application of: ATWATER et. al 
Application Serial No.: 10/684,063 
Application Filed: October 8, 2003 
Attorney Docket No.: CECOM5465 

For: MANGANESE, BISMUTH MIXED METAL OXIDE CATHODE FOR 

RECHARGEABLE LITHIUM ELECTROCHEMICAL SYSTEMS 

Madame: 

These Remarks are submitted in support of amending the above-identified appUcation. 

REMARKS 

Claims 53-64 are now in the case. Claims 56-57 and 61-64 have been canceled. No new 

1 5 claims have been added. 

This Amendment responds to the second and non-final Office Action in this case wherein 
the Examiner rejected claims 53-64 under 35 U.S.C. § 1 12, second paragraph for mdefiniteness. 
The Examiner rejected claim 53 because it is drawn to a method of making a manganese mixed 
metal oxide cathode but includes method steps such as inserting the cathode into an 

2 0 electrochemical system. Regarding claims 56-57 and 61-64, the Examiner rejected those claims 
because they are directed to a cathode material and not to an electrical system, but the claims 
include limitations drawn to an electrochemical system. The Examiner had previously allowed 
claims 53-64 in the first Office Action. Each rejection and response is set forth in more detail 
below. 

2 5 The present Amendment revises and clarifies claims 53-55 and 58-60 to recite a method 

of making a manganese mixed metal oxide cathode without including any steps relating to an 
electrochemical system. For example, claim 53 has been amended by deleting the phrase "for an 
electrochemical system" firom the preamble and deleting the last three method steps firom the 
claim. Similarly, claims 54-55 and 58-60 have been clarified by deleting the electrochemical 

3 0 system phrase fi-om the preamble. Additionally, claims 55 and 58-60, as amended, are now 

clarified to recite the phrase "manganese mixed metal oxide" in the preamble. The present 
Amendment also cancels rejected claims 56-57 and 61-64 that recite electrochemical system 
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limitations. It is respectfully submitted that clarifying claims 53-55 and 58-60 in this way and 
canceling claims 56-57 and 61-64 overcomes and obviates the Examiner's 35 U.S.C. § 1 12, 
second paragraph indefmiteness rejections. It is respectfully requested that claims 53-55 and 58 
60, as amended, be allowed and pass to issue. 



paragraph indefiniteness rejections of claims 53-64 have been overcome and obviated by 
clarifying claims 53-55 and 58-60 to delete the preamble phrases and limitations relating to an 
electrochemical system, inserting the phrase "manganese mixed metal oxide" in claims 55 and 
58-60 and canceling claims 56-57 and 61-64. It is respectfully requested that claims 53-55 and 
1 0 58-60, as amended, be allowed and pass to issue. 

Should the Examiner require further information, the Examiner is invited to telephone the 
appUcants* attomey at the telephone nxmiber Usted below. 

15 Respectfully Submitted, . 
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In summary, it is respectfully submitted that the Examiner's 35 U.S.C. § 1 12, second 
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